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To Alternative Investment Week
Conference 2026

We have a set of fantastic discussions ahead of us on topics from the state of natural
capital to the drive for energy independence.

Six years ago, we launched Alternative Investment Week to provide a space for
actionable insights and effective knowledge sharing for alternative investors, and in
this time, we have seen a shift in how sustainable finance is influencing the UK.
Today, the CBI estimates that the net zero economy is worth £105 billion in GVA and
supports over a million full-time jobs. It's no longer a standalone sector; it now has a
systemic presence in nationwide business activity.

This is true across the UK. The South-Central Belt of Scotland is now the region
contributing the most to this transformation, with fast-scaling hotspots found in the
Midlands, the West Country and along the East Coast. This is filtering through supply
chains and sustaining early-stage companies, where many people in this room are
seizing new opportunities.

Looking globally, it seems the oil and gas supply shock is sharpening the minds of
governments, as they look to go further and faster in their transition to clean power.
Our members think this will impact capital flow. 87% of the respondents to a recent
UKSIF poll expect investment in renewable energy to increase following the Iran war.

Of course, there are still barriers to sustainable finance in the UK, not least in the long
planning delays and grid connections queues we have seen for clean power
developments.

We continue to use our policy, public affairs and media engagement to push the
government to go further on these issues and strengthen the case for investment in
the UK. We'll continue to bring our members together to discuss these themes and
others facing the sustainable investment community.

A massive thank you to our media partner Alternative Fund Insight for their ongoing
support of Alternative Investment Week, our speakers for sharing their insights and
expertise, and to everyone for joining us today for a series of valuable and thought-
provoking discussions.

James Alexander
Chief Executive Officer, UKSIF



Breakfast & Registration

Opening Remarks

James Alexander, Chief Executive Officer, UKSIF

Fireside chat: Conversations with clients

With markets under pressure, what do allocators hope to see from alternative
asset managers? How do you measure appetite from clients on sustainability?
What do you need to make them aware of?

Maximilian Kufer, Head of Sustainability Strategy for EMEA and Global Private
Markets, Invesco

Moderated by: Will Wainewright, Founder and Editor, Alternative Fund
Insight

Fireside chat: The investor outlook on natural capital

Richard Kelly, Managing Director, Foresight
Moderated by: Sally Kramers, Chief Operating Officer, UKSIF

Coffee

Panel: The role of alternative investment strategies in energy independence.

Since the conflict in Iran, the phrase “energy independence” has been repeated
across political parties and industries, but what does it mean? There is no magic
solution to financing a transition to sustainable energy provision, but what are
some options available to us? How do investors see energy independence
being realised? What is holding us back?

Oliver Grayer, Director, M&G Investments

Dolf Kohnhorst, Founding Partner and Head of Infrastructure, SIMCo

Hyewon Kong, Director, Sustainable Investment, Gresham House

James Samworth, Co-Head of M&A, Schroders Greencoat

Moderated by: James Alexander, Chief Executive Officer, UKSIF

Closing keynote: Investing in place-based impact

In 2023, Beverley was awarded an OBE by His Majesty King Charles Ill for
services to Net Zero innovation. She is a NED and Chair of Investment
Committee at Great British Energy and previously an independent member of
the UK’s cross-government Net Zero Innovation Board chaired by the chief
science advisor, Dame Angela McLean. Beverley is a Fellow of the Energy
Institute. She holds a BSc in Mining Geology from University College Cardiff.
Beverley Gower-Jones OBE, Managing Partner, Clean Growth Fund

Closing Remarks

James Alexander, Chief Executive Officer, UKSIF



Thank you

to our wonderful Media Partner

If you are interested in sponsoring one of our other 2026 events or any
future events, please get in touch with Anna Warren to arrange a call.



https://alternativefundinsight.com/

Events2026

Schedule

35™ Anniversary
Summer Drinks

Barbican Conservatory,
London EC2Y 8DS

Registrations Open

Good Money Week
Conference

Science Gallery London,
King’s College SE19GU

Registrations Open

-

Member
Networking Drinks

Central London

Registrations Open

Leadership Summit

Dutch Hall, 7 Austin
Friars EC2N 2HA

Registrations Open

SUBSCRIBE )


https://uksif.us5.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=278d4248a08ba9fc77b545478&id=e3ed847ca5
https://www.eventcreate.com/e/membernetworking
https://www.eventcreate.com/e/goodmoneyweek26
https://www.eventcreate.com/e/uksifleadershipsummit2026
https://www.eventcreate.com/e/summerdrinks2026
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