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Welcome

to Spring Conference 2026

We're delighted to be back in Edinburgh. It's fantastic to welcome you all to the
National Museum of Scotland and to see such a strong turnout.

While in 2025, natural disasters highlighted the need for climate adaptation, in
2026, political posturing, conflict and an energy crisis have demonstrated a need
for energy independence, international collaboration and Europe to keep flying
the flag both for sustainability and the rights of financial services to analyse risk
and seize opportunity in the best way for their clients. This has never been a
straight forward journey, and setbacks are not a new development.

Today's programme reflects both the challenges and the opportunities ahead.
Across a full day of content, we will be exploring the biggest issues facing
sustainable finance, from regulation and international relations through to
making our energy systems work for us, how to engage on Al and tipping points.

Finally, a reminder that this evening we will be hosting our drinks reception on
the museum rooftop and, weather depending, the view is phenomenal. We hope
you can join us.

A huge thank you has to go to our Spring Conference sponsors, Scottish Widows,
Clarity Al and Inrate. Your support is amazing, and this event would not be
possible without you.




Speakers

Eva Cairns David Ritchie Dr Oliver Turner
Head of Responsible Investment Chief Executive Officer Senior Lecturer International Relations
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Miranda Beacham Matthew Clayton Carlota Esguevillas Peter Flynn
Head of UK Responsible Investment Chief Executive Officer Head of Sustainable Investment Responsible Investment Manager
Aegon Asset Management Thrive Renewables EdenTree Scottish Widows
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Jack Graham Luke Hildyard Gemma Jones Aymen Karoui
Deputy Editor Head of UK Policy Director Head of Methodology
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Craig Leslie Robyn Lockyear Aidan McEvoy Serhat Ongen
Investment Director Co-Head of Stewardship Head of Asset Mangement & Funds Product Director
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Julian Parrott Stuart Riddick Dr Jennifer Willetts
Ambassador Origen Ethical Futures Senior Investment Manager Head of Investment Sustainabilty
Origen Financial Services Aberdeen Investment Franklin Templeton



genda

Breakfast & Registration

Opening remarks
James Alexander, Chief Executive, UKSIF

Keynote
Dr Oliver Turner, Senior Lecturer in International Relations, University of Edinburgh

In conversation: Transition planning through the lens of an asset owner
Eva Cairns, Head of Responsible Investment, Scottish Widows

Coffee Break

Fireside chat: Lessons & opportunities from the UK Sustainable Disclosure Regime
Carlota Esguevillas, Head of Sustainable Investment, EdenTree
Aidan McEvoy, Head of Department - Asset Management & Funds, Financial Conduct Authority

Moderator: Oscar Warwick Thompson, Head of Policy and Regulatory Affairs, UKSIF

Panel: Al Governance

Peter Flynn, Responsible Investment Manager, Scottish Widows

Robyn Lockyer, Co-Head of Stewardship, Impax Asset Management

Serhat Ongen, Product Director, Clarity Al

Stuart Riddick, Senior Investment Manager, Active Ownership, Aberdeen Investments

Moderator: Sally Kramers, Chief Operating Officer and Head of Industry Development, UKSIF
Lunch

In conversation: Do we need to worry about diminishing shareholder rights?
Miranda Beacham, Head of UK Responsible Investment, Aegon Asset Management
Luke Hildyard, Head of UK Policy, ShareAction

Moderator: Sally Kramers, Chief Operating Officer and Head of Industry Development, UKSIF

Panel: Making energy systems fit for purpose
Matthew Clayton, Chief Executive Officer, Thrive Renewables
Julian Parrott, Ambassador Origen Ethical Futures, Origen Financial Services

Moderated by: Jack Graham, Deputy Editor, Responsible Investor

Coffee Break

Panel: ESG Ratings

Gemma Jones, Director, PwC

Aymen Karoui, Head of Methodology, Inrate

Dr Jennifer Willetts, Head of Investment Sustainability Solutions, Franklin Templeton

Moderator: Oscar Warwick Thompson, Head of Policy and Regulatory Affairs, UKSIF

Fireside chat: Adaptation & Physical Climate Risk
Craig Leslie, Investment Director, Greenbank
Moderator: James Alexander, Chief Executive, UKSIF

Keynote
David Ritchie, Chief Executive, Scottish National Investment Bank

Closing remarks
James Alexander, Chief Executive, UKSIF

Drinks



Thank you

To our wonderful sponsors

Scottish Widows has been helping people plan
for their financial futures for over 200 years. We
look after the retirement savings of millions of
hard-working people and our role is to help them
plan for their long-term financial prosperity. To
do this, it's important we continue to use our SCO-[TISHﬂ WIDOWS
scale and influence, along with our fund
manager relationships, to challenge the

companies we invest in on our customers' behalf
to be the sustainable businesses of the future.

Clarity Al provides a SaaS tool to help investors
manage their portfolios for impact, leveraging
big data and Machine learning. Clarity Al built
the largest and most reliable database of
environmental and social impact data (more
than 29k publicly traded companies, 198
countries, 1,000+ metrics, millions of data points),
aggregating more than 50 different data sources
of structured and unstructured data. We provide C C L A R ' T Y A I
a SaaSs tool with various societal impact modules
(ESG Risk, ESG Impact, UN SDGs, Impact of
products and services) and proprietary
methodologies, but our software tool also allows
score/rating customisation and reporting based
on other methodologies and social impact
preferences.

Inrate is an independent sustainability rating

agency based in Switzerland. In total, we employ
a total of 50 people, including our partner
company in India. Since 1991 we have been
combining in-depth sustainability knowledge rate
with innovative research solutions for the

financial markets. Our range of services includes
ESG analyses, sustainability ratings, and
shareholders.

If you are interested in sponsoring one of our other 2026 events or any future events,
please get in touch with Anna Warren to arrange a call.


https://www.scottishwidows.co.uk/
https://clarity.ai/
https://inrate.com/

Events Schedule
2026

Alternative

35" Anniversary
Investment Week

Summer Drinks

Conference
Storey Club, Barbican Conservatory,
London EC2M 2AU London EC2Y 8DS
Registrations Open Registrations Open

Good Money Week Leadership Summit

Conference
TBC TBC
Join the mailing to Join the mailing to
know first know first
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https://uksif.us5.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=278d4248a08ba9fc77b545478&id=e3ed847ca5
https://www.eventcreate.com/e/alternativeinvestmentweek2026
https://www.eventcreate.com/e/summerdrinks2026

	National Museum of Scotland
	Spring Conference
	2026

	Welcome
	to Spring Conference 2026
	We’re delighted to be back in Edinburgh. It’s fantastic to welcome you all to the National Museum of Scotland and to see such a strong turnout.
	While in 2025, natural disasters highlighted the need for climate adaptation, in 2026, political posturing, conflict and an energy crisis have demonstrated a need for energy independence, international collaboration and Europe to keep flying the flag both for sustainability and the rights of financial services to analyse risk and seize opportunity in the best way for their clients. This has never been a straight forward journey, and setbacks are not a new development.
	Today’s programme reflects both the challenges and the opportunities ahead. Across a full day of content, we will be exploring the biggest issues facing sustainable finance, from regulation and international relations through to making our energy systems work for us, how to engage on AI and tipping points.
	Finally, a reminder that this evening we will be hosting our drinks reception on the museum rooftop and, weather depending, the view is phenomenal. We hope you can join us.
	A huge thank you has to go to our Spring Conference sponsors, Scottish Widows, Clarity AI and Inrate. Your support is amazing, and this event would not be possible without you.


	Speakers
	08:30 - 09:30
	09:30 - 09:35
	09:35 - 10:00
	10:00 - 10:45
	10:45 - 11:15
	11:15 - 11:45
	11:45 - 12:30
	12:30 - 13:30
	13:30 - 14:00
	14:00 - 14:45
	14:45 - 15:15
	15:15 - 16:00
	16:00 - 16:30
	16:30 - 17:00
	17:00 - 17:10
	17:00 - 19:00

	Agenda
	Breakfast & Registration
	Coffee Break
	Lunch
	Coffee Break
	Drinks

	Thank you
	To our wonderful sponsors
	If you are interested in sponsoring one of our other 2026 events or any future events, please get in touch with Anna Warren to arrange a call.


	Events Schedule
	2026
	10 June
	Alternative Investment Week Conference
	Registrations Open


	25 June
	35th Anniversary  Summer Drinks
	Registrations Open


	30 Sept
	Good Money Week Conference

	25 Nov
	Leadership Summit




