
Spring Conference Agenda
10 May 2022

Day one
10:00-11:00 Coffee and Registration

11:00-11:10 Opening Remarks
James Alexander, Chief Executive, UKSIF

11:10-11:20 Launch of the UKSIF Net Zero Inquiry
Following the Chancellor’s announcement last year at COP26 that the UK would seek to achieve becoming the 

world’s ‘first net-zero aligned financial services centre’ the UKSIF policy team have conducted an extensive 

consultation with the UKSIF membership exploring how we can achieve this goal. 

Oscar Warwick Thompson, Head of Policy and Communications, UKSIF 

11:20-11:55 Discussion on the UKSIF Net Zero Inquiry
James Alexander, Chief Executive, UKSIF

Oscar Warwick Thompson, Head of Policy and Communications, UKSIF 

12:00–12:20 Keynote from the Scottish Government
Kate Forbes, Cabinet Secretary for Finance And Economy, Scottish Government

12:20-13:15 Lunch

13:20-14:05 Panel: Data and labelling
With new regulation coming in to the financial sector, what does this mean for data providers? Will the 

standardisation of metrics allow for a crackdown on greenwashing? Will regulation suffocate innovation? Should 

data providers be doing more to prevent green, SDG or impact washing?

Moderated by: Oscar Warwick Thompson, Head of Policy and Communications, UKSIF

Georgina Laird, Senior Responsible Investment Associate - Global Equities, Aegon Asset Management

Roberto Lampl, Executive Director - Sector Head Financials & Real Estate, ISS ESG

Lily Morris, Responsible Investments Manager, Investment Strategy & Execution, Scottish Widows

Scott Murray, Director, Prydis Wealth Scotland Ltd
14:10-14:40 Panel: Financial services and human rights

How can the financial sector take a stand against human rights violations? What impact have we seen the market 

having on Russia in the wake of the invasion of Ukraine? How can investing make a difference?

Moderated by: James Alexander, Chief Executive, UKSIF

Stewart Langdon, Partner, LeapFrog Investments

Peter Webster, CEO, EIRIS Foundation
14:45-15:15 Coffee Break

15:20-16:00 Panel: Biodiversity loss
As the implications of biodiversity loss on ecosystems, food security, and health become more clear, we are seeing 

swathes of financial service firms committing to take biodiversity into account and work to halt biodiversity loss. 

What do we expect to see in this space? What are investors committing to? How should a firm take its first step 

towards including biodiversity? What do we expect COP15 to achieve?

Moderated by: Dr. Chris Monks, Climate Analytics Consultant, ISS ESG
Max Boucher, Senior Manager, Research and Engagement, FAIRR
Sophie Lawrence, Stewardship and Engagement Lead, Rathbone Greenbank

Ann Meoni, Senior Responsible Investment Analyst, abrdn
16:00-18:00 Drinks Reception

18:00 Day one close

11 May 2022
Day two

09:00-10:00 Registration, Coffee and Breakfast

10:00-10:10 Opening Remarks
James Alexander, Chief Executive, UKSIF

10:10-10:55 Panel: The energy crisis
The price of energy has been surging since August 2021, and has only been exacerbated by panic buying, growing 

demand for natural gas and the conflict in Ukraine. How are investors reacting? Have we seen a surge in investment 

demand for the renewables market? 

Moderated by: Oscar Warwick Thompson, Head of Policy and Communications, UKSIF

Matthew Clayton, Managing Director, Thrive Renewables

Henry Morgan, Sustainable Investment Lead, Foresight Group

Tara Schmidt, Director - Sustainability & ESG Finance, Bank of Scotland Commercial Banking
11:00-11:40 Panel: Carbon offsetting

How do we close the knowledge gap in carbon offsetting? How do they work? Do they deliver enough impact as 

they currently stand? What are the alternatives to carbon offsetting?

Moderated by: Oscar Warwick Thompson, Head of Policy and Communications, UKSIF

Carole Ferguson, Partner and Research Director, Signal Climate Analytics 

Bill Goldie, Head of Offsetting, Redshaw Advisors

Dr. Stephen Porter, Responsible Investment Lead, Scottish Widows

Dr. Quintin Rayer, Head of Research & Ethical Investing, P1 Investment Management

Victoria Skilbeck, ESG & Climate Consultant, MSCI
11:45-12:15 Coffee Break

12:20-12:35 Fireside Chat: Financing Edinburgh’s Net Zero Transition
Moderated by: James Alexander, Chief Executive, UKSIF

Rufus Grantham, Head of Urban Transition Finance and Co-Head of UK & Ireland, Bankers without Boundaries 

(BWB)

Paula McLeay, Head of Policy and Insight, City of Edinburgh Council 
12:40-12:55 Fireside Chat: The Scottish National Investment Bank

Moderated by: James Alexander, Chief Executive, UKSIF

David Ritchie, Executive Director for Partnerships and Engagement, Scottish National Investment Bank
13:00 Closing Remarks

James Alexander, Chief Executive, UKSIF
13:00-14:00 Lunch

14:30 Day close


